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winefordstown  of  Yore, 
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family  We  visited  the" place wHP 
the  victims  of  savage  cruelty  were 
buried.  .  A  bountiful  crop  of  corn 
is  growing  where  their  graves  were 
As  long  as  the  land  was  owned  by 
descendants  of  the  family  the  graves 
ire“  For  a  number  o? 
y  is  the  land  has  been  owned  byl 

land?aUmine  ’  SinCe  which  time  the 
and  has  been  farmed  until  every 

vestige  of  the  graves  has  been  de^ 
stroyed.  The  place  where  their  re- 

”  undear'’!TUlderi,Jgwith  tbe  s°« 
is  under  a  large  tree,  about  three 

hundred  ds  south  of  tne  old  IW 

should  h!  ProPerty-  Some  effort 
should  be  made  to  have  the  snot 

where  these  murdered  pioneers  are 
j  buried,  suitably  marked. 

,  The  following  account  of  the  mas¬ 
sacre,  we  publish  from  J,  F  McJ 

Valley:  ^  °f  the  WeSt  branch 

tlW  ihf\day  °f  the  murder  Stuck  and 

jug”  fieldln  T  HWele  0CC"l,ietl  i 
i  e,  a  neid  in  a  deep  narrow  va)W 

about  a  inde  from  the  house:  when? 
armed  a^d  T  ^ere  fouv  stout  men. 

fcw?,lthejiorda“u'iLv‘;~;,u'b  v 

L  law  recently  married.  The  nfot her 

fe«arssES 

'r'SSfSr 

tomahawk,  thrown  by  one  of  t  by  3 

suers,  and  scalped  JThe  i  *  the  pur' 

hastily  plundered,  and  the  y0°un l  ^ 

man  carried  off  Tt-  6  H0uug  wo- 
footprints,  tha,  &*<*•««'  ^  " 


tethC‘uSrfea<,: 

witn  the  canoe  pole  by  her  side 

E?  a  Slght  f°r  the  husband1  alfet 


1  Th<i  countrJ  was  aroused  by  the  out¬ 
rage  and  Grove,  Pence  and  Stroll 
jperienced  Indian  fighters,  followed  the] 

tiail  into  the  State  of  New  York,  *mJ 

riul?  WUh  thm  °Ue  made 

the  attsck  upon  the  earnp  when  the  In- 

d  ans  were  asleep  and  killed  a  number 

of  th  m,  the  rest  fled  in  terror  and  es- 


cows  off  the  ffrave  keep .  the 

j  Governor  Sny^ef'  Cm^n  g*andfatW. 

that  the  e-rave  of  a  ^  fc  be  Possible 

and  the  pensive  *entle 

|Horc  taaJopp«,S  T  -  •» 
(tive  Farr  to  back  a  bm  RePresenta- 
(ture  makin.  ln.  the  ^la- 

monument  to  mark  t ?™priatlon  for  a 
sturdy  and  honest  P«nns  ^aVe  °f  tilIS 
““  «rved  hi,  sHT/X  dutcl- 


footprints,  that  her  XS,  b?  .fh? 
.from  terror  in  a  npwin  7  failed 
through  which  they  were  SeU  ?eW 

|wh.u  two  Indiana  took  her  beL^’ 

|  them,  and  snnnm-ion  i  ier  between 
into  the  wS  ??  f Until  theT  got 


From, . TVo-/, 

. 

Bate,  J  r 


The  Old  Washington  House  oppo-  I 
«te  the  Court  House,  6u  the  Square  1 
k  undergoing  repairs.  County 
lreasar.il-  Soebold  has  au 

business  a  nr]  b  a 
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A  HERO  OF  JWO  WARS. 


The  Maw  Who  Raised  the  First  American 
^  Flag'  in  Mexico. 

Editojp’of  Record 

It  is  not  generally  known  that  the  first 
veteran  of  the.great  Rebellion  of  1861-5  is 
still  living,  and  that  he  resides  in  Chapman, 
Snyder  county,  Pa.  There  is  more  history 
connected  with  this  veteran  than  we  have 
time  and  space  to  note,  but  we  will  hurried¬ 
ly  mention  a  few,  and  which  is  thought  by 
the  public,  to  be  the  most  interesting.  Gen. 

E.  C.  Williams  was  born  in  Philadelphia, 

73  years  ago  of  Scotch  parents,  and 
educated  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
city.  When  he  reached  the  age  required, 
he  became  a  member  of  a  company  of  mili¬ 
tia,  and  when  the  Philadelphia  and  Ken¬ 
sington  riots,  of  1844,  broke  out,  he  was 
first  and  foremost  in  quelling  the  disturb . 
ance.  When  the  call  for  troops  was  issued 
for  men  to  participate  in  the  Mexican 
corflict,  Williams  raised  a  company  called 
the  “Cameron  Guards,”  and  presented  the 
roll  to  Governor  Shunk.  The  men  were 

accepted  and  the  company  marched  to  the 

front.  T^ey  set  sail  for  Lobas  Island,  Gulf 
of  Mexico.  After  about  forty  days  voyage , 
they  landed,  but  were  not  permitted  to  go 
ashore  on  account  of  many  cases  of  small¬ 
pox  among  their  number.  As  soon  as  they 
were  sufficiently  recovered  the  company 
began  its  march  toward  the  City  of  Mexico . 
They  had  a  number  of  skirmishes  with  the 
enemy,  but  the  blue  coats  fought  bravely 
and  came  out  victorious  each  time. 

The  principal  feature  of  this  campaign 
for  Williams  took  place  at  Chafultepec 
when  the  fighting  was  terrific.  Williams, 
with  firm  determination,  raised  the  first 
American  flag  on  the  citadel  and  kept  it 
flying  there  until  General  Scott  rode  up  the 
causeway.  Others  have  tried  to  claim  this 
distinction  but  Williams  holds  the  proof 
that  the  honor  belongs  to  him.  He  served 
through  the  entire  war  and  on  his  return 
brought  with  him  the  old  flag  and  presen¬ 
ted  it  to  Gov.  Curtain,  who,  owing  to  the 
part  it  took  in  the  co;  flict,  had  it  encased 
in  a  neat  frame  and  to-day  it  can  be  seen 
^na'ong  his  war  relics.  When  the  call  for 
troops  wa3  issued  in  1861,  Governor  Curtin 
directed  General  Williams  (who  had  been 
commissioned  Brigadier  General  of  Dau¬ 
phin  county)  to  organize  a  force  for  the 


II 


service.  His  date  of  enlistment  shows 
he  is  the  first  volunteer  of  the 
d  is :  “First  yp,'/ 


ce  rS^the 


1 


teredinthe  U  aited''btates  service  ffthe 
late  rebellion  on  the  15  th  day  of  April,  looi,  , 
in  the  Executive  chamber  at  Harrisburg, 
Pa.,  between  the  hours  of  9  and  10  a.  m.,  by 
Captain  S,  G.  Simmons,  U.  S.  A.,  in  the 
presence  of  Governor  Curtin  and  all  the 
heads  of  the  departments.  He  was  mus¬ 
tered  over  two  days  before  the  Logan 
Guards  or  any  of  the  other  first  five  com¬ 
panies.”  He  at  once  formed  Camp  Curtin 
and  men  from  all  sections  came  m.  The 
name  of  this  camp  still  remains  fresh  in 
i he  minds  of  the  old  veterans. 

The  old  general  was  in  Washington  and 
took  his  place  in  the  ranks  of  the  great 
parade  on  the  20th  iDSt.  During  his  stay 
he  visited  the  Senate  chamber  and  gazed 
with  pleasure  on  the  painting  in  the  corri¬ 
dor  “  i  he  Storming  of  Chapultepec.” 

He  moved  to  Chapman  and  where  he  has 
resided  for  twenty  years,  during  which 
time  he  has  been  extensively  engaged  in 
the  mercantile  business  and  postmaster  of 
the  village.  He  is  in  the  73rd  year  of  his 
.-ge_  Edward  E.  Duck, 

Selinsgrove,  Pa  ,  Sept.  25, 1892. 


Date,  \lcZL,A./:U-l£a, 


AN  HISmiC  SPOT. 


A  Visit  to  the  Place  where  the1 
Members  of  *  the  Stuck  Family 
who  were  Killed  by  Indians  in 
1781  were  Buried. 


'U 


On  Wednesday  of  last  week, 
company  with  M.  S.  Schroyer,^ 


,in 


F.i 


B.  Ulrich,  John  T.  Mark  and  Geo. ,  j 
W.  VonNeida,  we  visited  the  place;!' 
made  memorable  in  the  early  annals  1 
of  our  country  by  the  massacre  of 
three  members  of  the  Stuck  family 
by  Indians.  The  place  where  this 
sad  tradgedy  occurred  is  in  Middle- 
creek  tp. ,  this  county,  about  one 
mile  north-east  of  Meiser  Station  on 
the  Sunbury  and  Lewistown  Rail 
road.  The  house  in  which  the  two 
women  were  when  the  attack  com¬ 
menced  has  been  torn  down  for.  a 
number  of  years,  but  traces  of  its 
locations  are  still  distinct.  .  ■  ~ 
N/We  had  for  our  guide  Mr.  Samuel 
..mk,  a  linneal  descendant  of  this 


he  lower  end  of  the  marsh.  The 
Contractor  was  one  Hugh  Brady, 
an  Irishman,  fond  of  whiskey  aud 
Iver  ready  to  asserUiis  authority 
©y  means  of  a  pick  handle.  Prob¬ 
ably  the  only  person  living  in  your 
town  who  worked  on  the  job,  is  my 
old  friend,  Mr.  Samuel  Gembei  ling, 
who  was  then  in  the  language  of 
Brady,  a  “broth  of  a  b’ye,”  and 
i  drove  a  cart. 

Early  in  the  history  ol  the  settle¬ 
ment  of  the  country,  a  party  of 
ien  were  ambushed  in  the  vicinity 
j  -f  the  Maine  (Hummel’s)  mill,  by 
ndians  and  a  number  of  them  were 
billed.  Those  escaping  did  so  by 
means  of  swimmiug  their  horses 
across  the  river.  A  tree  near  the 
i  creek,  west  of  the  mill,  was  split 
I  open  and  a  wedge  inserted,  to  mark 
i  the  engagement.  This  tree  was 
I  standing^  when  I  last  visited  the 
r  face.  The  ridge  running  up  on 
fie  outside  of  the  trunk,  clearly 
Lmonstrated  at  that  late  day  that 
Jomething  unusual  had  caused  the 
unnatural  growth. 

The  first  fire  in  the  old  town, 
was  a  building  which  stood  up  at 
the  upper  end  of  town,  where  once 
[William  Gaugler  kept  hotel,  this 
was  long  before  the  days  of  fire  en- 
t  gines  and  water  works  in  Selin’s 
Grove. 

The  first  brick  house  was  built  in 
1817,  and  is  the  old  App  property 
now  owned  by  Mr.  H.  P.  4pp. — 
Several  others  soon  followed. 

In  those  days  in  addition  to  the 
large  number  of  hotels  in  the  town, 
there  were  also  two  distilleries,  cne 
was  located  near  the  river  near  the 
old  Hahne  property,  and  the  other 
was  built  and  operated  by  Mathias 
App,  Sr.,  and  was  in  the  building 
afterwards  used  by  Eyster  &  Stitzer 
as  a  Foundry.  (Kocner’s  old  brick 
foundry  building. — Ed  Tribone.) 
I  well  remember  tht  last  named 
distillery,  for  I  upon  more  than  one 
occasion  wet  my  wb'stle  there  with 
the  very  best  the  still  could  pro¬ 
duce.  Among  the  ingenious  de- 
:  vices  to  raise  the  water  into  the 
mash  tubbs  and  other  places,  was 
a  pump  operated  by  a. tread  power 
run  by  two  large  dogs  This  was 


i 


; the* first  power  of  the  kin 
ever  sfea- 

Th/se  were  days  when  Selin’s 
Gro fe  had  some  pretty  stiff  toddy 
drinkers.  I  have  witnessed  Sam 
Huey,  upon  many  an  occasion  take 
a  quart  measure  filled  with  whiskey 
and  drain  it  to  the  dregs  before 
he  set  it  down.  There  were  others 
whose  names  I  do  not  want  to  give 
who  were  a  close  second  to  poor 
Sam. 

Among  the  many  exciting  events 
which  took  p'ace  in  the  town  and 
surrounding  neigborhood  was  the 
election  in  1808,  of  Simon  Snyder,  I 
a  citizen  of  the  town,  as  Governor 
of  the  state.  He  had  long  held  a 
prominent  place  in  the  affairs  of 
State  and  local  politics.  His  elec¬ 
tion  was  regarded  as  a  matter  of 
local  pride,  and  when  the  matter  of 
his  election  was  definitely  settled, 
every  body  took  a  holiday  and  the 
leading  citizens  of  the  community 
called  upon  the  Governor  elect  to 
pay  their  respects.  The  affair  end¬ 
ed  in  a  dance  at  the  hotel  which 
was  kept  in  the  buildiug  for  many 


yeais  afierwards 
residence. 


Mr.  John  Hall’s  i 


During  Governor  Snyder’s  service 
as  Chief  Magistrate  of  Pennsylva¬ 
nia,  which  embraced  nine  years, 
from  1808  to  1817,  the  war  of  1812, 
known  as  the  second  war  for  Inde- 
pendence  was  fought.  Considera¬ 
ble  excitement  and  interest  was 
manifested  by  our  people,  and  a 
number  of  men  enlisted  from  town 
and  the  county.  Among  those 
whom  I  now  recall  who  went  to 
the  war,  were  Mr.  John  App,  Mr. 
John  Ulrich,  Mr.  Frederick  Richter, 
Captain  John  Snyder  and  William 
Gaugler.  They  marched  away 
amidst  the  cries  and  lamentations 
of  .friends  and  neighbors.  They 
belonged  to  Lt.  Colonel  George 
Weirick’s  regiment  and  were  sta¬ 
tioned  at  Marcus  Hook. 


' 


■ 


Among  my  personal  recollections 
of  that  war,  was  the  advent  of  the  - 
mounted  courier  in  our  to-wn  to  car¬ 
ry  the  news  of  the  war.  He  was  a 
little  man  named  Baumgardner  and  - 
rode  a  large  bay  horse.  He  wec  1 1 
rigged  out  in  a  blood  red  suit, 
tie. entered  the  town  he  blew  a  la 


ca>-ried.  He  generally! 
waited  at  Bradley’s  hotel,  where  he 
read  m  a  squeaking  voice,  the  war 
news  which  transpired  since  his  last 
visit,  this  accomplished,  he  would 
again  mount  his  charger  and  Sanco 
Banzo  like  ride  away  to  other  con- 
[ quests.  I  well  remember  the  last 
trip  he  made  to  Selin’s  Grove,  the 
war  was  over,  peace  was  declared,; 
America  was  victorious,  and  the 
Conner  Celebrated  the  event  bv  1 
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Prom,, . cJ/L  t  -C  V'L1(x_j( 

A.  l.(  i?  z/iArr^t 

Date,  . btO[.  o  X  /  /£  ( 


Snyder  County  in  the  Civ= 
il  War. 


CO.  B:,  6TH  pa. 


Though  the  Reserves  under  the 
h  iilant  and  iat'’epid  McCall  and  his 
!|  ave  and  efficient  subordinates 
iynolds,  Meade  and  Seymour,  had 
monstrated  their  ability  to  hold  ■ 
ieir  position  against  any  force  of 

heeueray  thatc°uid  5e  advaDced 

ipon  them  from  the  direction  of 
dechanicsville,  but  the  fact  that) 

iOmST?  Jacks0D>  with  at  least 
..  ’  troops,  was  hovering  on  the 

a.Dd  threateningthe  rear 
f  McClellan  s  army,  made  the  long- 
r  Retention  of  the  position  quite  a! 
enous  matter.  General  McCle’-i 
an  after  a  careful  investigation,  in 
f>  report  says: 

<lThe  position  on  Beaver  Dam 
reek,  although  so  successfully  de- 
ended,  had  its  right  flank  too  much 
n  the  air,  and  was  coo  far  from  the 
army,  to  make  it  available  to 


retain  it  longer.  T*  thereTohe 
termined  to  send  heavy  guns 
Hogan’s  and  Gaines’  houses  o 
the  Chickahominy  during  the  nig 
with  as  many  of  the  wagons  of^ 
Fifth  corps  as  possible,  and  to  Ut 
withdraw  the  corps  itself  to  a  pc 
tion  stretching  around  the  bridg 
where  its  flanks  would  he  reasoi 
bly  secure,  and  it  would  be  wit! 
supporting  distance  of  the  maima 
my.  General  Porter  carried  out  n 
orders  to  that  effect. 

“It  was  not  advisable  at  th 
time,  even  had  it  been  practical 
to  withdraw  the  Fifth  corps  to  ti 
right  bank  of  the  Chickahjominy.- 
Such  a  movement  would  have  e: 
posed  the  rear  of  the  army,  place 
us  within  two  fires,  and  enable 
Jackson’s  fresh  troops  to  interrup 
I  the  movement  to  the  James  river 
by  crossing  the  Cnickabominy  ii 
the  vicinity  of  Jones’  bridge,  befonj 
we  could  reach  Malvern  hill  will 
our  trains.  I  determined  then  lc 
resist  Jackson  with  the  Fifth  corns, 
reinforced  by  all  our  disposable 
tioops  in  the  new  position  near  the 
bridge  heads,  in  order  to  cover  the 
withdrawal  of  the  trains  and  heavy, 
guns,  and  to  give  time  for  the  ar¬ 
rangements  to  secure  the  adoption! 
ot  the  James  river  as  our  line  of 
supplies,  in  lieu  of  the  Pamunke\'  ! 

“The  greater  part  of  the  heavy 
guns  and  wagons  had  been  removed 
to  the  right  bank  of  the  Chic'ka- 
hominy,  the  delicate  operation  of 
withdrawing  the  troops  from  Beav¬ 
er  Dam  creek  was  commenced  shor* 
y  before  daylight,  and  successful- 
ly  executed. 

“Meade’s  and  Griffin’s  brigades 
were  the  first  to  leave  the  ground- 
Seymour’s  brigade  covered  the  rear 
with  the  horse  batteries  of  Captains 
Robertson  and  Tidball;  but  the 
drawal  was  so  skillful  and  gradual  1 
and  the  repulse  of  the  preceding- 
day  so  complete,  that  although  the  J 
enemy  followed  the  retreat  closely, 
ana  some  skirmishing  occurred,  lie 
did  not  appear  in  front  of  the  new 
ye  in  force  till  about  noon  of  the 
~ji  th.  when  we  were  prepared  to 
receive  him.” 

In  speaking  of  this  falling  back  of 


Mr.  J  K.  Sypber  in 
e  history  of  the  Pena 
vania  Reserves,  gives  the  follow- 
;  interesting  account: 

‘The  Reserves  reluctantly  with- 
from  the  position  they  had  so 
obly  defended.  They  had  spent 
alf  the  night  in  replenishing  their 
lot  mmunition  and  cleaning  their  guns 
i  n'eparatory  to  another  fight.  The 
a?rder  to  retire  reached  them  while 
Bit  ill  at  work,  and  before  they  had 
3een  refreshed  by  sleep.  The  prep¬ 
arations  to  withdraw  consumed  the 
ji’emainder  of  the  night,  and  at  day- 
li.Jght  the  enemy  opened  fire  from 
-batteries  that  had  been  placed  in 
?s front  of  Captain  Cooper’s  battery, 

(  and  in  front  of  Seymour’s  brigade 
(during  the  night.  The  attack  was 
ijj  resisted  with  great  spirit  until  nine 
r  o’clock  in  the  morning,  when  the 
u  troops  wore  withdrawn,  fighting  as 
r<  they  retired.  This  was  a  move¬ 
ment,  the  successful  execution  of 
which  would  have  added  distinction 
to  the  veteran  guard  of  a  veteran 
army.  Yet,  General  McCall,  justly  ’ 
proud  of  his  troops,  says:  ‘Our, 
killed  had  been  buried,  our  wounded  I 
bad  been  sent  off  by  seven  o’clock  I 
in  the  forenoon,  on  the  27th,  and 
not  a  man,  nor  a  gun.  nor  a  musket 
was  left  upon  the  field.  The  regi¬ 
ments  filed  past  as  steadily  as  if 
marching  from  the  parade  ground.’ 
General  McCall  had  for  many  years 
been  an  officer  in  the  regular  army, 
had  seen  much  active  service,  and 
had  risen  to  the  honorable  position 
of  inspector-general  of  the  army  of 
the  United  States;  he  was  therefore 
eompetent  authority  on  the  conduct 
and  quality  of  Uopps.  Iu  their  first 
great  battle  then,  the  Reserves  won 
laurels  that  would  have  done  honor 
to  professional  soldiers  of  any  army 
in  the  world,” 

The  troops  had  1 alien  back  suc¬ 
cessfully  to  a  new  line  constructed 
at  Gaines’  Mill.  It  had  been  de¬ 
termined  to  hold  McCall’s  division 
in  reserve,  owing  to  the  fact  that 
the  men  had  been  under  arms  for 
three  days,  had  fought  the  battle  of 
Mechanicsville,  had  passed  a  sleep¬ 
less  night,  and  having  fallen  back 
into  the  new  position  after  being 


t 


seriously  barrassed  by  the  advanc¬ 
ing  column  of  the  enemy, 
j  In  their  new  position  the  Reserves 
were  formed  in  the  following  order: 
Meade’s  brigade  was  on  the  left  near 
the  Chickahominy;  Reynold’s  bri¬ 
gade  formed  on  the  right  covering 
j  the  approaches  to  Cold  Harbor  and 
;  Despatch  station,  and  Seymour’s 
brigade  was  placed  still  further  in 
the  rear  as  a  reserve  to  the  second 
line. 

Shortly  after  noon  the  enemy’s 
skirmisher’s  advanced  upon  theUni- 
on  position,  and  the  battle  known 
iu  history  as  that  of  Gaines’  Mill 
was  on.  The  enemy  made  a  de¬ 
termined  assault  upon  General  Fitz 
John  Porter’s  command,  and  so 
desperate  was  this  onslaught  that 
this  General  was  compelled  to  ask 
for  reinforcements,  not  receiving 
them  in  time  to  he  of  assistance  the 
first  and  third  brigades  of  the  Re¬ 
serves  were  ordered  up  to  support 
the  left  centre  cf  the  first  line,  and 
which  was  being  hardly  pressed. — 
The  Reserves  weDt  into  the  contest 
with  their  accustomed  dash,  and  the 
struggle  became  desperate.  It  was 
northern-  bravery  against  southern 
chivalry,  and  it  was  indeed. .a_ha±tls~ 
royal.  Owing  to  the  fierceness  of 
the  struggle  and  the  formation  of 
the  ground,  all  regimental  orgaoi- 
( zation  was  destroyed,  regiments 
’  were  broken  and  companies  crushed; 
in  the  language  of  a  participant. — 
‘Men  fought  side  by  side  without  j 
reference  to  organization  or  com¬ 
manders;  regimental  colors  were 
disregarded,  columns  of  men  formed 
under  the  banner  of  the  Nation  and 
Nation,  and  charged  the  enemy 
wherever  a  commissioned  officer 
led.  Regiment  after  regiment  of 
the  Reserves  were  ordered  up  and 
sent  into  the  thickest  of  the  fight, 
whenever  and  wherever  the  line  iu 
front  seemed  to  be  the  hardest  forc¬ 
ed  by  the  enemy.” 

This  engagement  lasted  until  the 
close  of  the  day  and  ended  by  the 
enemy  withdrawing  from  the  con¬ 
ics  t  having  been  badly  punished  in 
front  of  the  Reserves. 

Rey- 
About 


In  this  engagement  General 

O  ^ 


nold’s  was  taken  prisoner 


m-  sot  he  was  returning  from  the 
right  of  the  line,  hearing  the  des¬ 
perate  contest  waged  by  part  of  his 
command,  rode  to  the  front.  He 
arrived  there  just  as  Sykc's  bri- 
i  gade  gave  way.  causing  the  11th 
Reserves  and  a  New  Jersey  regi¬ 
ment  to  be  surrounded.  General 
Reynolds,  his  adjutant-general,  Col. 
Kingsberry  and  uu  orderly,  hid  in 
the  woods  during  the  night,  and  on 
the  following  morning  in  attempt¬ 
ing  to  make  their  way  into  the  Uni¬ 
on  lines,  they  run  into  a  patrolling 
■party  and  were  ^compelled  to  sur¬ 
render. 

Corporal  Thomas  Robison  of  ‘‘B’! 
6th  Reserves  was  killed  in  this  en¬ 
gagement,  and  was  the  first  man 
killed  in  battle  belonging  to  the 
company. 


[To  be  continued  next  Issue.] 


HE  SALEM  CHURCH. 


The  History  of  Its  Erection| 
By  The  Lutherans. 

Till’  KEPOlPfMEn  PEOPLE  GIVEN  AN  EQUAl.] 
S-HAim  IX  THE  PKOPEUTY. 


Spec'ird  U>  ffllic  Courier. 

T  seem  tint  the  first  settlers  through 
■this  wieinity  were  nearly  all  Luther¬ 
ans.  and  having  been  accustomed  to 
enjoy  the  privileges  of  Church  and  school, 
it  was 'natural  that  their  first  desire  and 
object  would  be,  upou  theii  settlement  in 
this  new  count  rv,  to  enjoy  the  same  privil¬ 
eges  here,  and  looking  around  for  some 
suitable  location  for  the  building  of  a 
church  and  school  house  we  do  not  wonder 
that  all  eyes  turned  distinctively  to  the 
spot  where  the  building  now  stands,  os  of 
all  others  the  most  suitable  for  t he  pur¬ 
pose.  Accordingly,  after  having  been  oc¬ 
casionally  visited  by  Iievs.  Underline, 
Muhlenberg  and  Kurtz — who  p readied  for 
them,  baptized  their  childreu,  and  encour¬ 
aged  them  to  secure  a  suitable  place  to 
erect  the  first  church  on  this  side  of  the 
elver— Meiehor  Stock  aud  others  made 
application  for  a. tract  of^land  of  92  acres, 
in  trust  for  the  Lutherans;  for  ciiurch  and 
school,  and  on  this  application  a  warrant 
was  issued,  April  4,  1766,  to  have  this 
tract  surveyed,  in  trust  for  the  Lutherans, 
an  possession  was  taken  of  it  by  t he 
Lathe. an  members,  wlio  were  afterwards 
regularly  organized  into  a  congregation  in 
1775,  and  then  the  vvanaut  was  regularly 
taken  out  by  .Meiehor  Stock  aud  others  in 
trust  in  1776. 

THE  J'iiiST  CHURCH  AND  SCHOOL  HOUSE. 

Tile  congregation  proceeded  at  once  to 
<*tect  a  log  church  and  schoolhou.se — the 
enact  year  when  each  of  these  buildings 
were  eree  ed  the  papers  iu  the  haads  of  the 
trustees  does  nut  fully  show,  but  it  was 
probably  about  1780  that  the  church  was 
built  aud  tile  schoolhouse,  no  doubt,  about 
the  same  time,  on  taking  possession  oi  the 
laud,  and  used  for  preaching  until  the 
■church  was  finished.  It  was  one  story  with 
a  lott,  the  west  eud  was  used  for  theschoo',  j 
with  desks  a  l  u.ouud  the  walls,  and  the) 
east  end  had  a  chamber  and  kitchen  for 
the  teacher. 

The  old  log  church  stood  just  a  short 
distance  above  Ulie  present  schoolhouse, 
36  by  33  feet,  and  had  a  gallery  on 


three  titles,  wilh  ;i  pulpit  to  the  llorth.  li  I 
held  about  luu  persons. 

The  first  visiting  ministers,  who  camel 
only  occasionally,  were  Revs.  Euderiiue,  I 
uhleuberg  and  Kurtz,  but  alter  a  eon-  ; 
legation  had  been  regulatly  organized  by  ] 
Rev.  Euderiiue  in  1775,  he  became  their 
|*egular  pastor. 

Although  as  the  warrant  had  been  taken 
out,  in  the  beginning,  in  trust  lor  the  Lu¬ 
therans  alone,  yet  as  tile  lew  Reformed 
”  fiuuilies,  who  had  settled  in  this  locality 
had  helped  iu  building  the  mg  church  and 
tnaiutaunug  the  congregation  and  worship¬ 
ing  with  them,  they  were  permuted  to  use 
the  church  free,  when  visiting  Reformed 
ministers  came  to  preach  for  them  and 
baptise  their  children. 

In  the  year  1802  the  Lutherans  united 
in  a  contract  with  the  Reformed,  and 
agreed  to  give  them  an  equal  share  iu  the 
church  lauds  with  themselves,  and  after 
that  the  two  -  cougiegatious  worshipped 
together  in  peace  and  harmony  until  the 
old  log  church  became  so  dilapidated  that 
it  was  no  longer  fit  for  service,  and  unsaie 
to  worship  in.  It  was  also  thought  unwise 
to  repair  or  remodel  it.  Up  to  this  time, 
the  warrant  for  the  patent  deed  had  not 
been  taken  out  am.  the  laud  paid  for,  so 
on  the  12th  of  October,  1811,  the  members 
ot  both  congregations  assembled  at  the 
church  ami  elected  for  uustces,  George) 
3.i  lei .  I.utlicia.u.  ana  Andrew  liergy,  Re.J 
formed,  whereupon  the  two  trustees  pro  ? 
cured  the  patent  deed  foi  the  land,  and 
paid  the  purchase  money  with  interest.] 
amounting  in  all  to  §32.64  for  92  acres  olS 
land.  On  the  13th  of  December,  1811/ 
John  Cochran,  Secretary  of  the  Land  Office,! 
gave  the  patent  deed  and  title  to  George' 
Miller  and  Andrew'  Bergv,  trustees  for  the  | 
Lutheran  and  Calvinist  congregations  and 
their  successors  forever 

PREPARATIONS  EOR  THE  NEW'  BRICK 
CHURCH. 

Several  difficulties  were  in  the  wav. 
which  had  to  he  removed,  before  they  could 
proceed.  It  was  considered  best  to  sell 
some  of  the  land  and  apply  that  money  to 
the  budding  fund  of  the  new  church,  and 
as  it  was  necessary  to  have  an  act  passed 
by  the  Assembly  to  do  this,  so  on  the  12th 
of  March,  1812.  such  an  aet  was  presented, 
passed  and  signed  by  Governor  Si  non 
Snyder,  authorizing  and  empowering  the 
Elders  and  Trustees  of  the  Lutheran  ami 
Calvinist  congregations  of  Row’s  church  to 
sell  and  convey,  in  tee  simple,  not  exceed- 


ing  half  the  land  or  tiact.  nemngTng  to  the 
congregations  of  Row’s  church  aforesaid, 
on  which  the  present  <-hiireh  now  stands 
and  to  applv  the  money  arising  from  the 
sale  in  building  a  new  church  or  repairing 
the  old  one.  in  such  manner  as  the  trustees 
and  elders  saw  (it. 

Rv  authority  of  this  act.  the  trustees  sold 
to  John  Mover,  on  the  5th  of  September, 
1812.  26  acres  and  126  perches  for  §76.651, 
and  on  December  18,  181-2.  15.)  acres  to 
Samuel  Royer.  Jr.,  for  §522  31  i .  and  Sep¬ 
tembers.  1815.  to  Adam  Gufli,  7  acres  and 
23  perches  (or  §281.76.  all  of  which  made 
51  acres,  29  perches,  and  the  whole  amount 
realized,  with  interest  until  paid  for  the 
huildingof  the  new  church,  was  81695  33.  J 
That  was  well  done,  when  the  whole  of 
the  92  acres  had  originally  only  cost  about 
§5  00.  On  (he  19ih  of  December.  1812,  a 
subscription  was  prepared  anh  circulated 
payable,  to  tlie  building  committee  as  soon  , 
as  needed,  and  on  the  list  §725  00  was  sub¬ 
scribed  in  money  or  work  as  soon  as  needed. 

A  copy  of  this  list  is  still  well  preserved. 

It  was  now  discovered  that  a  mistake  had 
been  made  in  the  Original  survey  of  the 
cliim-h  tract  hy  the  State  Surveyor, and  part- 
of  the  graveyard  was  found  («  be  on  Samuel 
Hendricks’  land  of  the  adjoining  farm, 
now  owned  by  Enos  Klingler,  and  ns  it 
was  thought  more  suitable  to  build  the 
church  on  the  other  side  nf  the  road,  a 
tract  of  1  acre,  142  2  10  perches  had  been 
granted  to  this  congregation,  reserving  the 
right  to  bury  therein.  The  war  of  1S12-14 
now  commenced  delayed  the  work  of  the 
building,  and  little  was  done  until  the  men 
returned  from  the  war.  In  the  spring  of 
1814  they  went  to  work  with  a  will.  The  j 
congregations  met  «nrl  elected  JacohSchoih 
and  George  Gemberlinga  building  com¬ 
mittee  with  George  Miller  and  Andrew 
Berger  trustees  of  the  church.  The  cor¬ 
ner  stone  of  the  new  brick  church  had  been 
laid  August  7,  1814,  Rev.  J.  Conrad  Walter,  / 
Lutheran  pastor,  and  Rev.  Isaac  Gerhart, 
Reforme'3  pastor.  The  collection  amount¬ 
ed  to  §77.39.  The  church  was  dedicated  ’ft 
May  12,  1816.  The  collection  was  §40.16.  | 
The  whole  cost  was  §2614.18/.' 

The  church  having  served  its  day.  it  has. 
been  decided  to  erect  a  new  and  more  j 
modern  edifice  this  summer  at  the  same 
place.  Last  Thursday  the  ground  was 
staked  off  and  no  doubt  ground  will  be 
broken  this  week.  The  present  building 
committee  consits  of  three  Lutheran's, 


‘  m 

M  .  R , 

gunnel  Maurer,  Henry  Moyer  and  Charles  | 
Miller;  Reformed,  Enos  Klinglerand  Isancf 
Erilley.  Pk'xn. 

**Most  of  the  facts  in  above  sketch  were 
gleaned  from  the  Church  History  compiled 
by  Prof.  D.  S.  Boyer  and  Rev.  J.  F.  Wain- 
pole. 
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TfiE  SALEM  GfU/RGfl 


Prof.  Geo  E.  Fisher  of  Salem 
Gives  Some  Interesting  In¬ 
formation  Concerning  This 
Historic  Structure 


The  history  of  the  Salem  church, 
located  at  Salem,  Snyder  county, 
j  takes  us  back  more  than  one  hun- 
|  dred  and  thirty  years,  to  a  period 
when  a  dense  forest  covered  most  of 
our  fertile  yalleys  and  when  the  I  n- 
dian  still  claimed  the  possession  of 
much  of  our  laud. 

1  As  early  as  April  4,  1766,  a  warrant 
1  was  issued  to  have  a  certain  tract  of 
ninety-two  acres  surveyed  by  the 
state  in  trust  of  the  Lutherans  for 
church  and  scbpol  purposes,  the  ap- 
Dlication  for  the  warrant  having 
been  made  by  a  number  of  the  early 
Lutheran  settlers  of  these  parts, 
among  them  Melehor  Stock,  whose 
family  was  cruelly  massacred  by  a 
party  of  indians  in  JTbl. 

The  first  congregation  organized 
here  in  1775  was  composed  of  Luth¬ 
erans  because  most  of  the  early  set¬ 
tlers  in  the  lower  end  of  the  Middle- 
creek  Valley  were  German  Luther* 
ans,  having  come  from  the  lower 
counties  of  the  state.  The  few  Ger¬ 
man  Reformed  famitie#  living  in  this 
neighborhood  helped  the  Lutherans 
to  build  a  log  church  and  school 
house,  the  exact  date  of  which  is  not 
known.  It  is  probable  that  the  first 
school  house  was  built  very  soon  af¬ 
ter  the  warrant  was  taken  out  and 
that  it  was  used  for  preaching  until 
1  the  log  church  was  built,  which  was 
somewhere  about  17801  This  was 


bissectic 


&  ■  -  _ ju  _  ,  _ 

the  first  church  built  in  this  section 
of  the  state,  being  the  first  one  built 
west  of  the  Susquehanna  fiver  as  far 
as  is  known. 

The  first  regular  pastor  was  Rev. 
Michael  Enderlaine,  who  resided  in 
Lvkens  Valley,  but  would  occassion 
ally  come  up  here  to  preach  to  our 
forefathers.  It  was  then  that  they 
could  listen  to  the  long  discourses  of 
several  hours  because  of  the  long  in¬ 
tervals  between  services  - . 

Although-  the  warrant  for  the 
jhurch  and  school  land  was  taken 
out  in  trust  of  the  Lutherans  alone, 
ret  the  Reformed  families  wh^  had 
settled  here  aided  in  the  building  of 
the  first  church  and  helped  to  keep 
up  the  congregation,  so  in  1802  the 
Lutherans  agreed  to  give  the  Re¬ 
formed  an  equal  share  and  interest 
in  the  church  land  and  after  that 
two  congregations  worshiped  to¬ 
gether  in  the  same  church  until  the 
building  became  delapidated  and  it 
was  decided  to  build  a  new  house  of 
worship. 

While  the  warrant  for  the  land 
was  taken  out  in  1766  the  land  was 
not,  paid  for  and  the  patent  deed  se¬ 
cured  until  Dec.  19,  1811.  Thomas 
Mifflin  was  the  Governor  of  our 
state.  After  securing  full  posses 
sion  of  the  land  the  two  eongrega 
tions  began  to  plan  for  the  building 
of  a  church.  It  was  thought  expe 
dient  to  sell  off  some  of  this  tract  of  1 
ninety-two  acres  and  apply  the  pro 
ceeds  toward  defraying  tne  cost  of 
the  new  building.  But  before  they 
could  do  this  they  had  to  get  a  per¬ 
mit  from  the  state ;  accordingly  such 
an  act  was  presented  and  passed  by 
the  legislature  and  signed  by  Gover¬ 
nor  Simon  Snyder  March  20,  1812, 
“empowering  the  elders  and  trus¬ 
tees  of  the  Lutheran  and  Calvinist 
congregations  of  Row’s  church,  to 
sell  and  convey,  in  fee  simple,  not 
exceeding  one  half,  of  the  land  or 
Bract,  belonging  to  the  congregations 
orRow’s  church  aforesaid,  on  which 
lan  cnthe  church  aforesaid  now  stands 
and  t<i  apply  the  money  arising  from 
the  sale,  in  building  a  new  church, 
or  repair  the  old,  in  such  manner, 
as  the  trustees  and  elders,  for  the 
time  being,  of  both  congregations, 
on  a  majority  of  them,  may  direct, 
as  in  and  by  said;  act,  relation  being 
thereunto  had,  will  appear.”  By 
authority  of  this  act  the  officers  sold 
51  acres,  29  perches  for  wbich  they 
realized  $1695.33. 

It  was  now  discovered  that  a  mis- 
i  take  had  been  made  by  the  state 
i  surveyor  in  the  original  survey  and 
j  accojmingly  part  of  the  grave-yard 
!  w%rfound  to  be  on  the  land  belong'/ 
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kvX'S  th  •  bps!  known-  tavern  in  tire 
II  sou n tv  and  Iras  for  half  a  hundred 

I  jj. 

I  j  rears  been  a  well  known  rendezvous 
for  the  lawyers, judges, jurors,  politi- 
)  Qian'S,  etcetera,  aud  many  eminent 
/  ,  men  have  sat  down  to  well  cooked 
meals  in  its  spacious  halls.  During 
I  !  court  time  this  place  is  always  crow- 
!  j  cEecii  with  the  incoming  citizens  and 
-  j  for  many  years  the  seat  of  the  Presi- 
i  die-nt  Judge  of  the  Courts  has  been 
Inviolably  preserved  for  that  distin¬ 
guished  personage  at  the  accustom¬ 
ed  place,  at  the  head  of  the  table. 
It  has  in  successive  turns  been  occu¬ 
pied  by  such  eminent  jurists  as 
Judges  Wilson,  Woods,  Bucher 
and  now  by  our  own  young  and 
handsome  McClure.  “The  King 
never  dies”  and  the  seat  of  the 
Judge  is  a  successive  and  never  per¬ 
ishing  feature  at  his  hotel.  None 
hut  the  Judge,  whoever  he  may  be, 
3ver  thinks  of  occupying  it.  Indeed 
it  makes  us  thinks  of  a  successive 
office  and  like  some  of  the  Crown’s 
prerogatives,  this  seat  is  the  Judge’s 
acyal  place  as  if  by  prescription. 

.  Our  old  and  happy  fathers  who 
jfour  times  in  a  year  came  to  the 


n 


county  seat  to  attend  the  sessions 
here  met  each  other  in  pleasant  con¬ 
versation  and  were  accustomed  to 
enliven  their  reminiscences  by  the 
occasional  sampling  of  the  three 
sent  and  later  what  were  called  the 
Jifip  and  a  bit”  whiskies.  It  was 
pure  rum  and  as  cheap  as  it  was 
pure.  The  Fathers  and  the  old  type 
r:of  rum  are  gone  to  that  bourne 
b  from  whence  no  traveler  ever  re- 
iurns,  but  the  old  hotel  still  stands 
omits  ancient  site  and  is  yet  a  fa¬ 
mous  place  for  the  traveler  to  put 
up  over  night  and  have  his  horse 
fed. 

Indeed  Middleburgla  is  a  pictur¬ 
esque  old  town  filled  with  pleasant 


people  and  is  worthy  of  some  men¬ 
tion.  It  was  called  in  the  early  days 
Swinefordstown,  after  John  Swine- 
ford  who  owned  the  land 


upon 

which  it  was  laid  out,  as  early  as 
1800  and  Mr.  Swineford  had  a  tavern 


here  as_early  as  1787,  or  the  year  in 


which  the  Federal  Constitution  was 
finally  adopted  by  the  United  States 
Congress. 


The  old  hotel  on  the  corner  known 
since  “the  memory  of  man  runneth 
mot  to  the  contrary,”  as  Smith’s  Tav¬ 
ern,  is  another  celebrated  resort  for 
the  traveler.  A  Hotel  was  erected 
OE;  &his  site  about  a  century  ago  and 
lad  its  counterpart  in  the  old  Bower 
property  recently  torn  down  on  tb/tber 
apposite  corner,  to  make  way  for’ ^infcr* 
new  bank  building.  This  place  ’ ' 
known  throughout  the  State  in  e  dear 
stage  coach  days  as  The  Wi®ir  re 
House,  on  account  of  the  famoi^  them 
vich  and  fine  waffles  which  Gr^me^e^- 
mother  Smith  alone  knew  he  en  pro- 
make  for  her  guests.  *wds  for 

Ft  acquired,  early  in  its  exist  ’.e0' 
a  reputation  as  being  one  of  th 
very  best  inland  hotels  at  which  th  >ries 
traveler  could  stop,  and  in  the  days‘era- 
wben  all  the  wheat  from  the  westeri 
end  of  the  county  was  transportef 
by  means  of  the  Conestoga  wagons^^ 
with  their  great  bow  shaped  bcjjies,  to 
and  when  the  herds  of  fat 
were  driven  across  the  counti 
fake  markets  from  the  west,  this;, 
one  of  the  hotels  greatly  patron 
During  the  long  and  useful  li'ie  oi 
Grandmother  Smith  the  high  Achar 
r  of  this  place,  never  for  a^Jn 


qattleite 
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was  lost  for  a  desire  t<l 
rich, r^the  expense  of  guests  a 
who  sought  shelter  under  its 
stantionaS  and  homelike  old 
went, away  perfectly  satisfied 
the  gentle  and  comfortable 
j  which  thin-  charming  old  lady  alway, 
extended  to  her  people.  She  was 
like  a  kind  mother  to  them  all. 

General  Simon  Cameron  frequent¬ 
ly  put  up  at  this  house,  over  night 
:  and  for  meals,  when  passing  through 
on  the  coach,  and  as  far  back  as  the 
winter  of.  1887  the  sub-editor  heard 
Grandmother  Smith 
House,  while 


on  a 


T'CV-yWr, 

and  the  vv  a-  ^  . 

visit  to  his  honffl  ia  Harrisburg. 
The  dear  old  lady  is  gone  flhd  so  are 
her  good  waffles,  but  Will  Smith 
now  runs  ffie  house  aud  is  determ- 


hied  to  take  as  good  care  of  tire  pub¬ 
ic  as  did  liis  honored  ancestral 
keeper  of  the  old  Hotel  on  the  cor¬ 
ner. 


Graybill’s  Hotel  in  Franklin  was 
erected  about  twenty  years  ago  by 
David  F.  Kerstetter,  who  in  turn 
sold  it  to  Mr.  Soph.  Swineford  and 
by  his  estate  w  as  maintained  after 
bis  death  until  the  executors  sold  it 
to  the  present  proprietor,  Mr.  Gray- 
k&iU,  who  runs  a  first  class  house  in 
■tfery  particular.  It  is  located  close- 
B’"'to  the  railroad  and  easy  of  access 
worn  all  points  of  travel. 

BThen  there  was  a  hotel  for  some 
Sue  in  what  is  known  as  the  old 
n'eamar  property,  next  to  Mr. 

Bsh’s  mill.  This  was  kept  by  Mr. 
IWtyer  whom  our  citizens  yet  re- 
'■'inber  as  excellent  hotel  man  and 
•seqneutly  by  Mr.  Limbert  who 
ne  from  Centre  county.  This 
notel  was  also  run  by  Jacob  G. 
Smith,  some  years  ago. 

There  are  traces  yet  visible  of  the 
|  ho'bel  surroundings.  Tna  Hm. 

Iorge  Kreamer,  member  of  Cou- 
■  owned  this  site, 
and  Father  Wittenmyer  is 
aps  the  oldest  man  living  ini 
n.  He  has  a  keen  memory  and; 
are  facnltv  of  hr 
png  and  alert  in 
activities  of  a  c 
tcessfnl  expsrienc  ■>. 
ltlemau  of  the  old 

I 

1 


mor,  and  is  yet 
all  that  concern? 
reer,  rich  with 
He  is  a  fine 
school  and 


pointer 
Ijte  is  a  man 
type  and  for 
ljale  and  ruggeq 
ongs  to  a  past 
pleasure  to  lis- 
liarratives  inter¬ 


give  the  “youngsters 
to  the  past. 

.ecidedly  vigorous 
and  represents  a 
manhood  which  be 
generation.  It  is  a 
ten  to  his  sparkling 
spersed  by  humqxms  anecdotes, 
which  he  can  relatelin  an  inimitable 
manner. 

His  father,  Michiel  Wittenmyer, 
erected  on  June  fir.t  1801,  a  dwel-j 
ling  house  on  the  sit}  where  now  Ex 
Prothonotary  Witteimyer  conducts 
the  mercantile  busiless  and  since 
that  date  this  propeity  has  not  been 
out  of  possession,  01  the  name  of 
the  family.  Ia  Deceuber  1S29,  Mi¬ 


chael  Wittenmyer  established 
store  business  here,  in  a  built 
ing  twenty-two  by  twenty- fou 


feet,  and  his  son  Samuel  worked  fo 
sixty  three  years  continuously, 
this  store,  in  the  conduct  of  th 
mercantile  business.  It  is  one  o 
the  very  oldest  places  in  the  county 
used  as  a  mercantile  stand  and  in  18 
the  present  occupant  of  the  sit 
Waldo  Wittenmyer  tore  down  thf 
old  buildings  and  erected  the  han  ’ 
some  score  building  and  mansio 
now  in  use.  Michael  Wittenmy 
died  on  the  29th  day  of  July  1890, 
aged  78  years  and  his  remains  lie  i 
the  old  Hassinger  churchyard  wes 
of  town. 


.SELIN’S  GROVE  IN  THE  LONj 


AGO. 


embraced  in  the  Borough  limits 


1 

From.  d~l'Ls(s~i  uaJL 

. ft 

I  Date, 

l 

The  old  “Mud”  Dam.— The  Indian  ar 
T  tosh  Trec.-The  First  Brick  House 

-The  old  Distillery  .-Governor  _Sil 

mon  Snyder’s  Election.— Co-rief 
Baumgardner. 

Probably  r,o  part  of  the  country 


has  been  more  change  cl  inappearanc 
than  is  that  in  the  vicinity  o  in 
Maine  Mill.  In  my  boyhood  day 
before  the  caual  was  dug,  the  greu 
er  p-^rt  of  the  water  of  Penn  s  eree 
flowed  into  the  river  at  “Nigger 
Island,  a  dam  beiug  built  there  t 
order  to  furnish  sufficient  water  to 
the  Peering,  (now  Schr.ure’s)  unl^ 
Only  a  small  portion  ot  the  wateiy 
flowed  down  the  channel  now  the 
creek,  which  was  very  narrow,  and 
skirted  on  either  side  with  button 
wood  and  water  birch  tiees.  When 
the  canal  was  dug  it  was  decided  to 
change  the  channel  of  the  creek, 
and  the  fill  was  made  that,  will  be 
remembered  by  your  older  readers 
as  the  “Mud”  dam.  This  rill -is  at 


r 


9 


^gto‘SamueiBendricJ£s.  Bo  a  trih 
angular  piece  of  land  containing  two 
acres  ana  twelve  perches  were  se¬ 
cured  from  Hendricks  and  the  new 
church  was  built  on  this  addition. 

Everything  now  seemed  favorable 
to  the  erection  of  a  new  house  of 
worship,  the  patent  deed  of  the 
church  property  had  been  secured 
and  ariven  to  “George  Miller  and 
Andrew  Berger,  trustees,  in  trust 
for  the  said  Lutheran  and  Calvinist 
congregations,  and  their  successors 
forever,”  land  had  been  sold  to  the 
amount  of  more  than  half  the  cost 
?I,tA®new  structure,  but  the  war  of 
1812-14  now  broke  out  and  interfer- 
©d  with  the  project  because  many  of 
the  strong  were  obliged  to  shoulder 
the  musket  and  hasten  to  the  fron¬ 
tier  in  defense  of  our  nation  and  in 
so  doing  were  defending  their  own 
homes  and  their  own  church. 

A.  building- committee  navfng  oeen 
selected,  composed  of  George  Miller, 
Andrew  Berger,  George  Gemberling 
and  Jacob  Schoch,  work  was  begun 
ip  earnest  in  the  spring  of  1814.  A 
‘Kirchen”  Ordnung  was  now  drawn 
up  which  was  to  be  a  guide  in  the 
performance  of  the  various  duties  of 
the  members  of  the  different  con¬ 
gregations,  which  wa»  adopted  at 
the  corner-stone  laying  August  7th, 
1814.  This  has  ever  since  continued 
to  be  the  rules  and  regulations  of 
the  two  congregations.  Article  I, 
gives  the  name,  “This  Salem  church 
shall  be  and  remain  a  German  Evan¬ 
gelical  Lutheran  and  Reformed 
churcb”.  The  name  Salem  was  giv¬ 
en  to  the  new,  brick  structure,  the 
old,  log  church  was  called  Row’s. 
The  old  constitution,  as  we  may  call 
it,  needs  revision  as  is  seen  in  artic¬ 
les  which  have  long  since  become  ob¬ 
solete.  Article  2,  reads,  “That  the 
members  of  the  church  councils  shall 
be  obligated  to  make  provision  for  a  i 
German  school  master,  and  occas- 
sionally  via it  the  same  and  endeavor 
to  maintain  the  same  in  a  good  con¬ 
dition.  The  school  master,  who 
lives  on  the  church  property,  shall 
serve  the  congregations  of  both  re¬ 
ligious  parties,  oa  Sundays,  without 
compensation,  for  the  use  of  it.’” 
The  school  management  has  long 
since  been  assumed  by  the  state  in 
providing  for  the  public  schools. 

The  present  church  has  stood  for 
eightyrone  years.  It  was  a  substan¬ 
tial  structure  and  received  very  little 
attention  during  all  these  years.  It 
is  36  by  42  feet  and  seats  about  four 
hundred,  yet  ©u  special  occasions 
more  than  five  hundred  people  could 
be  accommodated.  It  contains  three 
galleries  on  the  east,  south  and  west 
sides,  with  the;  pulpit  on  the  north 


The  church  must  have  been  a  gran  a 
structure  in  its  time  and  was  doubt¬ 
less  the  pride  of  the  whole  commun¬ 
ity.  While  externally  it  presents  a 
very  modest  appearance,  yet  on  the 
interior  are  found  some  of  the  most 
delicate  cayvings,  the  pannels,  pil¬ 
lars  and  phlpit  have  been  grooved 
and  finished  with  the  best  skill  of 
the  day. 

In  1891  the  Tri-Quarto  Centennial 
of  its  erection  was  celebrated  with 
appiwpxiate  services.  At  that  time 
Prof.  D.  B.  Boyer  of  Freeburg  and 
Rev.  Jacob  F.  Wampole,  Lutheran 
pastor  of  the  Freeburg  charge,  pre¬ 
pared  a  history  of  the  Salem  church 
in  connection  with  that  of  the  other 
churches  in  this  charge,  to  which  I 
am  indebted  for  much  of  the  infor¬ 
mation  given  above. 

All  who  helped  to  build  the  dear 
old  church  have  gone  to  their  re¬ 
ward.  She  alone  has  outlived  them 
all.  Although  presenting  a  worn 
appearance  and  having  become  de- 
lapidated  with  age,  and  even  pro¬ 
nounced  unsafe  for  large  crowds  for 
several  years,  yet  it  seemed  the  peo¬ 
ple  could  hardly  think  of  tearing 
down  the  old  structure  about  which 
cluster  so  many  hallowed  memories 
and  in  which  nearly  three  genera¬ 
tions  have  received  the  spiritual 
bread  from  Heaven. 

But  the  old  chureh  must  go,  it  has 
well  served  its  high  purpose.  The 
two  congregations  have  resolved  to 
build  a  new  house  of  God  on  the  site 
of  the  old  building.  The  Lutherans 
and  Reformed  have  worshiped  to¬ 
gether  at  this  place  in  peace  and 
harmony  for  more  than  a  century 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  ne 
union  church  of  1897  will  be  built  ii 
the  same  energetic  and  harmoniou 
spirit  which  characterized  the  erec 
tion  of  the  old  log  church  of  1780  anc 
the  old  brick  church  of  1816 


£  From, A. 
f  //• 

!!>  Date,  <2^4^"-— . 


_  - 

^aoch  Family  Re-union. 

— 

Upwards  of  three  hundred  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Schoch  Family  gathered 
in  tile  grove  at  Kreamer,  Snyder 
County,  Pa.,  on  Wednesday,  August 
24,  1898,  to  hold  their  first  family 
Re-union.  Representatives  from 
eight  different,  states  of  the  Union 
were  present,  viz:  Pennsylvania, 
Ohio,  Michigan,  Illinois,  Missouri; 
Kansas,  Nebraska  and  Texas. — A 
permanent  organization  was  effected 
with  the  following  officers  : 

Jacob  Schoch,  of  Philadelphia, 
Pres.;  Ira  C.  Schoch,  Selin’s  Grove, 
Secretary’;  Henry  Schoch,  Selin’s 
Grove,  Treas.;  Allen  Bever,  of  Chi-  ; 
cago,  Ill.,  and  Ira  C.  Schoch,  His-' 
•toriaus. 

% 

An  executive  committee  was  elect¬ 
ed  consisting  of  the  President,  Sec¬ 
retary  and  Treasurer,  together  with 
Mr.  Floyd  Schoch  of  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
and  Mr.  Leonard  Schoch  of  East 
Leesport,  Pa.  It  was  decided  to 

'  holdnext  Reunion sometimein  1S99. 

| .. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order 
by  Ira  C.  Schoch,  of  Selin’s  Grove, 
the  Secretary  of  “The  Matthias 
Schoch  Family  Association.”  Rev. 
W.  H.  Schoch,  of  New  Berlin,  then 
offered  a  fervent  prayer,  after  which 
Secretary  Schoch  spoke  substantially 
a.-?  follows,  giving  as  near  as  it  was 
possible  to  do  a  history  of  the  family  : 

It  is  not  our  purpose  to-day  to  give  you  a  con¬ 
nected  history  ol  the  Schoch  Family  as  it  is  rep. 
resented  in  America.  To  do  this  would  require  ! 
more  time  and  research  than  we  have  been  able 
to  g*lve  to  this  subject.  We  have  endeavored  to 
do  the  best  we  could.  Have  no  doubt  there  are 
many  errors,  ir  there  are  any  persons  in  this 
gathering  who  are  able  to  correct  such  we  hope 
they  will  do  so  betore  leaving  here.  For  some 
years  the  question  of  a  family  association  and 
the  making  of  research  into  family  history  in 
some  systematic  and  connected  way  has  been 
discussed  by  different  members  of  the  direct  line 
of  Matthias  Schoch,  but  has  never  reached  any 
definite  form. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1897  the  officers 
and  members  of  the  Lutheran  and  Reformed 
j  congregations  of  Salem.  Snyder  Co.,  Fa,,  deter¬ 
mined  to  build  a  new  church  edifice  upon  the 
she  of  the  old  brick  church.  As  our  blessings 
-nly  become  valuab  e  when  they  be  given  to  dls- 


appear,  so  this  old  church  buildinggrew  in  value 
In  the  eyes  and  minds  of  the  eongregotlon  when 
they  realized  Uiat;its  historic  walls  were  doomed 
to  destruction.  Many  interesting  events  had 
occurred  within  Us  walls,  and  much  that  was 
dear  to  the  hearts  of  the  people  of  that  locality 
clustered  around  that  spot.  I  say  to  the  people 
of  this  locality,  but  I  realize  that  in  this  I  am  too 
narrow,  as  many  have  gone  from  here  and  are, 
located  all  over  the  land,  whose  eyes  and  minds! 
will  often  return  to  the  place  that  gave  them 
.’birth,  with  tender  recollections,  the  younger 
generations  have  grown  up  who  refer  with  un¬ 
told  interest  to  the  land  of  their  fathers.  Surely 
no  couplet  of  the  poet’s  creation  has  ever  borne 
more  truth  in  its  rhythm  than 

“Lives  there  a  man  with  soul  so  dead, 

Who  never  ro  himself  hath  said  : 

This  is  my  own,  my  native  land.” 

Upon  research  being  made  iDto  the  origin  of 
the  church  it  was  found  that  John  Schoch,  with 
others,  was  Instrumental  in  securing  the  origi¬ 
nal  patent  for  the  land  in  1776;  that  Matthias 
Schoch,  together  with  his  family,  were  members 
of  the  congregation  and  contributors  tow  aid  the 
erection  of  the  original  log  church  which  was 
built  soon  after,  and  that  when  early  in  the 
nineteenth  century  this  log  church  became  un¬ 
tenable  and  a  new  building  wa'-  necessary,  Ja¬ 
cob  Schoch  was  appointed  and  served  as  one  of 
the  building  committee,  himself  and  wire  being 
members  of  the  congregation.  His  family,  with 
a  numerous  contingent  or  the  same  name,  being 
also  members  of  the  congregation,  while  up  to 
the  present  time  there  always  been  descendants 


of  the  lineactive  in  all  the  work  of  the  church. 

The  members  of  the  building  committee,  who 
have  put  up  the  present  haudsome  edifice,  sug¬ 
gested  that  it  would  be  a  proper  ana  fining  trib¬ 
ute  to  the  Schoch  family,  in  Its  local  and  church 
connection,  to  have  some  memorial  placed  in 
the  new  edifice.  The  idea  was  a  good  one  and  | 
caught  the  feeling  of  some  of  the  name  in  and 
about  the  vicinity.  Accordingly,  at  the  sugges¬ 
tion  of  Messrs.  Franklin  J.  and  Henry  Schoch,  a 
preliminary  meeling  was  called  at  the  office  of 
Ira  C.  Schoch,  In  Selin’s  Grove,  Pa.,  June  31, 1S97, 
when  the  following  persons  were  present ; 
Messrs.  F.  J..  Henry,  Geo.  J.  and  Ira  C.  Schoch 
Mrs.  L.  E.  Pawing  and  Mrs.  B.  F.  Wagenseller. 
A  temporary  organization  was  formed  and  cir¬ 
culars  ordered  printed  and  sent  out  to  all  of  the 
name  In  the  immediate  neighborhood  to  call  a 
meeting  Aug.  it,  1897.  Pursuant  to  the  call  a 
permanent  organization  was  formed  to  be  known 
•  as  “The  Matthias  Schoch  Family  Association,” 
It  was  then  determined  to  place  in  the  new 
edifice  being  erected  at  Salem,  Smyder  Co.,  Pa., 
a  “  Schoch  Memorial  Window.  ”  The  fol- 
i  lowing  committee  was  appointed,  viz : 

1  Henry  Schoch,  Selin’s  Grove ;  Michael  and  G. 
j  Alfred  Schoch,  Middleburg ;  James  Schoch.  New 
■  Berlin  Henry  Cook,  Vicksburg,  and  Ira  C. 
Schoch,  Selin’s  Grove.  This  committee  was  au¬ 
thorized  to  select  a  design,  contract  for  the  win" 
dow  and  attend  to  all  necessary  business  fcon- 
nected  therewith.  Various  designs  were  pre¬ 
sented  from  which  selection  was  made  and  the 
j  window  placed  in  the  south  wall  of  the  church, 

:  the  most  prominent  one  in  the  edifice.  The  de- 
I  sign  is  considered  by  all  who  have  seen  It  as  a 
|  very  handsome  one,  representing  the  Ascension. 

I  The  Inscription  reads  as  follows  : 


IX  memoriam 
Mattheus  Schoeh 
teS  America. 

Founder  of  the  Family?*2’ 

JaC°b  SM^ayhi 4%^°’  I uTl!%*el>mcks- 

They  ^^ssggS* 

r=*r-:“;:r'“ 
ssr sszzrzsrzzz 

aWe  project  to  gather  together  as  *  commen<>- 
s  ble  in  a  family  reunion,  in  order  thatth  **  P°S' 
alogical  connection  of  the  varin,,?  tbe  gene' 
tires  might  be  complied  and  ho  repreE*enta- 
that  the  bond  of  the  So 
verblaliy  strong,  might  by  suS,  ?°Ugl1  pr°- 
thoroughiy  cemented.  Theyacmrof  bemore 
olution,  resolved  to  hold  a  farn  !  “Elr-  be  res¬ 
ist  24.  1898.  A  circular  Ttrl  Uni0n  0n  Au-  ' 

and  sent  wherever  one  of  the  mm  aS  prepare(i 
tlonwas  found.  Your  L!!?0  e  or  ®Mc. 
mlttee  made  every  effort  to  r  ry  an<1  Uie  com- 
tatlves  of  the  name  S  we  ^  a11  represep- 
“?"?  m  a  large  *" 


failed  in  a  «*at  we  have 

ent  date  we  have  received  n  a  1J  up  to  the  pres- 
tions  ofourownand  manv  ot^68  fTOm  a11  por' 
Vnlon.  Wehope  by  anothertS  States  °f  tbe 

«on  may,  by  careful  management  T  °rganJza- 

/flclent  and  widespread  t  w  “  S'  becoiao  so  ef. 

I  ,,a®*  »^WoKll  over  S“afrMct  all  of 
a»«ire  that  the  spirit  "  C""'  "*M  W 

l  ””  been  strong  "“Ich  '  as 

j’rhleh  "e  know  ),  j„at  as  atro  '0"1'"’  !'np’  ’,n<1 
of  the  blood,  may  mingle  m  on  0tber  >&>« 
str*«m,  flowing  on  !  *rand  common 

"ne  until  LneZy  t  .T*  efl0h  brancb 
P'cnng  the  perfect  family  clrtde.  ^  ttU8  C°m- 

^n! “a!"  Family  Assocla- 

")e  line  of  his  son  be^er'dnms  through 

"-c  “re  here  to.,^  tor7  *“  "at  by  '^Ir  effort 
cb'I  gathering  upon  rh  ’  of  this  so- 

" lllcb  0,,r  anchs-ror  MauhHf  T!  traCt'  0f  >&m 
Aug.  5.  1776.  surveyed  I-  1  S  °Ch  took  Up, 
J’ftnts  dated  J Ltiie  4  17 *  urs,lfck*ice  of  his  War_ 

Mjw^ago IntV^Chfr,1  23' 

facts  such  as  we  have  been  aLt  ?  °“e  WstorI°M 
7  "ope  io  add  umch  whfcrr”^1"0^11 
a;ong  their  direct  line.  Those  J- V®"1  WllBtln£ 
direct,  we  hope  bear  wttn  ‘°  m&y  not  be 

"■*'  '"«rt.-dUp„„.0  '™  '*1  •*>»'•  loraioe. 

16  1  ®“8.  He  came  to  a  J1  Switzerland,  Dec,  J 

bany,1' fjohert  Brown  m  Ca  ,n  tbe  ship  “AI. 

deiphia,  Septembers  ste[vIaiMIng  in  Phlla- 
same  vessel  among  t'he  L  j  flnd  tbat  on  the 
recorded  the  names  of  mJ 1  pa;'sens:ers  are 
Schoeh.  'Vehave  been  m/ ha  &Bd  Valen«ne 
H.v  tradition  that  Matthias*  tbrou°b  fam- 

passage.  Family  legend  „il  years  10  pay  bis 
bis  brothers.  George  and  ®°  Saya  be  came  with 
One  of  his  sisters  married  aBd  two  Asters. 

other  to  ;,M:-.s  utzglv^afr'  ^gler,  the 

been  ol  the  Tuipehocken'du^  eported  to  have 
Matthias,  hlmseir,  is  saIa  Berk»^o.,  p-t. 

Here  and  that  he  moved  to  tn^®  flrst  seu!ed 

Penns  township,  Cumberland  c?  °hCation'  tben 

7»0.  and  that  he  acorn™  , "  ab0uttbe  year 

tadingagim  toacativeind|h  8  0rSt  lan<3s  by 
^  cannot  vouch,  but 


if 


1™:  witS^Ten 'VTt  r  °a  ^ 

great  runaway,  July  r~s  hAt  tl>e  t  me  of  the  i 

nightfall  and  urgim  1,  ^°,  "  s  bome  aItef  i 

away,  as  he,  the  chief  couidVoT  ^  r“m',y 
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married  !^ *'****'•  had  Children,  John  Peter, 
S  n  eSS'er;  Matthias ,  married 
JNancy  Yost :  children,  Samuel,  IMalinda,  Han- 
!  a  ;  balance.of  family  gone  to  Ohio  ;  at  pres- 
j  nt  have  no  information  about  them. 
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Catterine  School),  married  John  Row  ;  went 
to  Pickaway  C'o.,  Ohio  ;  have  no  data. 

Michael  Schoch,  born  at  Kreamer,  Snyder  Co. 
Pa.,  June  20,  1769  ;  died  at  Mifflinburg,  Union 
'  Co.,  Pa.,  Nov.  19,  1853;  was  twice  married;  first 
marriage  to  Ann  Books  ;  children,  Catherine, 
Leah,  Elizabeth,  George,  Samuel,  Susan  and 
Lydia  ;  second  marriage  to  Lydia  Ureese  ;  Do 
children. 

Peter  SchoCh,  born  at  Fremont,  Snyder  Co., 
Pa.,  Oct,  5,  1789 ;  died  at  StouchtowD,  Berks 
Co.,  April  11. 1866  :  married  Elizabeth  Seibert; 
children,  Michael  P.,  Jacob,  George,  John,  Mar¬ 
garet,  Catherine,  Elizabeth,  one  son  and  One 
daughter  died  in  infancy . 

George  Schoch,  born  June  15,  1789  ;  died  July 
9,  1845  ;  married  Margaret  Seibert  ;  children, 
George,  Susan,  Michael,  Elizabeth,  William, 
Benjamin,  Charles,  Margaret  and  Catherine. 

Daniel  Schoch,  married  Mary - prior  to 

1819  ;  moved  to  Riley  township,  Sandusky  Co., 
Ohio,  in  1836;  children,  11,  have  only  names  of 
four,  Henry,  William,  Edward  and  Mary  Ann. 

Rebecca  Schoch,  married  George  Barger:; 
lived  in  Columbia  Co.,  Pa.  ;  moved  to  Seneca 
Oo.,  Ohio. 

Jacob  Schoch,  born  at  Kreamer,  Snyder  Co., 
Pa.,  May  14,1772;  died  at  New  Berlin,  Union 
Co.,  Pa.,  Dec.  13,  1850  ;  married  Elizabeth  Hen¬ 
dricks,  born  in  Chester  Co„  Pa.,  July  13,  1776; 
died  at  New  Berlin,  July  13,  1832. 

George,  born  March  23,  1196  ;  died  Aug.  15, 
1877  ;  married  Elizabeth  Yoder ;  children,  Al¬ 
fred,  died  single,  Harriet,  married  George  Hil- 
bish. 

Catherine  Schoch,  born  July  5,  1797;  died  in 
1803. 

Michael  Schoch,  born  May  15,  1799  ;  died  Jan. 
11,1894;  married  Rosanna  Klose;  children,  E- 
manuel,  Angeline  and  Michael. 

Jacob  Schoch,  born  Feb.  18, 1801;  died  Jan,  17, 
1853  ;  married  Catherine  Miller  ;  children,  Wil¬ 
liam,  Matilda,  Henry,  George  J.,  Elizabeth,  Su‘ 
N  san,  Maria  and  John. 

Elizabeth  Schoch,  born  March  31,  1803;  died 

_ ;  married  Philip  Gross  ;  children,  Henry, 

George,  Phoebe,  Anne,  Jacob,  Jane,  Elizabeth, 
Susan  and  Laura. 

Sem  Schoch,  born  Oct.  7,  1805;  died  July  6, 
1887  ;  twice  married  ;  first  wife,  Hester  Klose  ; 
children,  Susan,  Charles,  Elizabeth,  Caroline 
Louisa,  Savilla,  James  and  Anne  ;  second  wife. 


-is-— ;  married  Margaret  Bright ;  children! 
Elizabeth,  Abigail,  Joana,  Ileber,  Margaret  an^ 
Emma.' 

Susanna  Schoch,  born  Jan.  16,  1821  ;  still  H v! 
ing  and  with  us  here  to-day  ;  married  Rev.  J.  P. 
Anspach  ;  children,  Gellard  and  Jennie. 

This  completes  the  list  Of  children  and  grand¬ 
children  in  the  line  of  Jacob  Schoch,  the  great; 
grand-children  of  Matthies  Schoch.  as  far  as 
your  Secretary  has  been  able  to  get  them  up  tc 
the  present  time.  We  hope  to  complete  the  list 
and  extend  the  line  in  its  entirety  before  ouj 
,  next  meeting. 

We  feel  that  this  Synopsis  is  very  crude  and 
that  much  remains  to  be  collected  and  arrang 
ed.  With  the  best  wishes  for  the  scccess  of  oui 
Association  and  hope  that  in  its  workings  th< 
|  various  family  lines  may  be  brought  into  jj 
still  closer  connection  and  that  you  each  lndii 
j  vidually  may  have  a  prosperous  and  happy 
voyage  down  the  stream  of  life  to  its  last  anc 
final  uniting  with  the  great  and  unknown  be 
yond.  We  wish  you  God-speed  and  good-bye^ 


Margaret  Ruhl ;  Jacob,  Jane  and  Armintha. 

John  Schoch,  born  Jan.  5,  1808;  died  Dec.  15, 
1863  ;  married  Lydia  Houtz  ;  children,  Franklin 
J.,  Elizabeth,  David,  Catherine,  Ada,  John,  Cal¬ 
vin,  Ammon  Z.,  Silas,  Ira  C.,  Oacella,  Haivey 
H.  and  George  Hendricks. 

Catherine  Schoch  born  Oct.  26,  1809 ;  died 
Sept.  25,  1883  ;  married  George  Snyder  ;  children 
Jerry,  Elizabeth,  Emma,  Louisa, Hamuel,  Jacob 
and  William. 

Abraham  Schoch,  born  Oct.  30,  1811  ;  died 
March  19,  1881 ;  married  Hannah  Seebold  ;  chil¬ 
dren,  Martin  L.  and  Ella. 

David  Schoch,  born  July  27,  1313  ;  died - ; 

twice  married  ;  first  wife,  Harriet  Pawling  ;  one 
aon,  Allen  ;  second  wife,  Maria  Pawling  ;  two 
sons,  Sepharus  and  Gelllard. 

Mary  Schoch,  born  Oct.  31,  1815;  still  living 
and  with  us  here  to-day  ;  married  Badey  Cooke ; 
children,  Henry,  Allen,  Jane  and  Emma. 

Benjamin  Schoch,  born  Jan,  19,  1819;  died 
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